[Efficacy of unfixed continuation phase short-course chemotherapy].
To evaluate the efficacy of the short-course chemotherapy shorter than six months. The 2SHRZ/xHR regimen was used in 290 smear positive new untreated tuberculosis patients. The duration of continuation phase was not fixed, just in accordance with the speed of sputum negative conversion. The treatment was continued until sputum negative conversion mantained for three consecutive months. Two hundred eighty-three out of 290 patients were cured. The sputum negative conversion rate at the end of the sixth month was 98.3%. The duration of treatment was 4.7 months on the average. The rate of two-year follow-up was 94.3%, and the rate of bacteriological relapse during two-year follow-up was 1.9%. The results showed that the length of the six-month short-course chemotherapy could be shortened, and its recent and long-term efficacy was found satisfactory.